
To: Superintendents, Principals, and School Leaders

From: Office of Accountability

Date: April 26, 2022

Subject: Virtual Student Instructional Days and 180-Day Requirement

The purpose of this memo is to outline the impact of recently passed legislation regarding virtual
student instructional days. This guidance applies beginning with the 2022-2023 school year.

Under Indiana law, and as defined below, schools may satisfy the 180-day requirement by
conducting:

● In-person student instructional days;
● “Virtual student instructional days” that consist of at least 50% “teacher directed

synchronous instruction;” or
● A combination of both in-person and “virtual student instructional days.”

The recently passed legislation prohibits schools from conducting more than three “virtual
student instructional days” that consist of more than 50% asynchronous learning. If a school
corporation exceeds this threshold AND the asynchronous virtual student instructional day was
conducted because of extraordinary circumstances, schools may request a waiver in order to
count the day towards the 180-day requirement.

Term Definition Meets 180-day
Requirement

In-person
Instruction

Instruction provided by teacher in real time and at
the same place as the student

✔

Teacher Directed
Synchronous
Instruction

Instruction delivered live and in real time to a
student by the student’s teacher

✔

(if at least 50% of
instruction is
synchronous)
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Asynchronous
Learning

Self-paced virtual learning that can occur at
different times and in different places that are
particular to each student

3 days maximum
(additional days
where more than

50% of instruction is
asynchronous
require waiver

request)

Virtual Student
Instructional
Day

An instructional day during which a school provides
virtual instruction or remote learning to at least 50%
of the students enrolled to attend in-person
instruction at the school

✔

(if at least 50% of
instruction is
synchronous)

NOTE FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS: While charter schools are not required to meet the
180-day requirement, they may not count more than three asynchronous learning days toward the
total instructional days required and approved by their authorizer.

Waiver Options:
● 180 Instructional Day Waiver Request Submission:

Waiver requests must be submitted to IDOE within ten business days of the extraordinary
circumstance cancellation. A jotform is forthcoming for the 2022-2023 school year.

● 1003 Flexibility Waiver Request Submission:
A 1003 flexibility waiver allows schools or groups of schools to waive statutory or
regulatory requirements. As outlined in House Enrolled Act 1003-2020, 1003 flexibility
waivers offer tremendous potential for district and school leaders seeking to transform
student learning at the local level. School corporations can request 1003 waivers from the
State Board of Education via a separate process found here.

Questions may be directed to SchoolAccountability@doe.in.gov. IDOE will produce an FAQ
document in the coming weeks based on questions received from the field.

Indiana Government Center North, 9th Floor  •  100 N Senate Ave  •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317-232-6610  •  www.in.gov/doe

https://www.in.gov/sboe/files/1003_FlexWaiver_Guidance2022.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
mailto:SchoolAccountability@doe.in.gov

