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To: Indiana Superintendents, Principals, and Educators 

From: MacKenzie Cox, Secondary Mathematics Specialist 

Date: October 1, 2021 

Subject: Indiana PRIME Math Transition Course Pilot Capacity Building Grant – Fourth Release 
 
I. Introduction/Background 
The Indiana PRIME (Postsecondary Ready Investigative Mathematics Experience) math 
transitions course was conceived in a collaborative effort with the Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE) and the Indiana Commission for Higher Education (CHE). The course utilizes 
the curriculum developed by the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB), which includes 
and reinforces the Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and Statistics skills necessary for 
postsecondary success. The course is intended for students who have currently achieved the 
minimum mathematics requirements for a Core 40 Diploma but may still require additional 
instruction before pursuing credit-bearing courses at a postsecondary institution. The purpose of 
this course is to reduce the need for remedial mathematics courses at the postsecondary level, 
thereby ensuring more students earn a degree and are prepared for the workforce. 
 
According to CHE, in 2019, 19% of students who enrolled in a public postsecondary institution 
and earned a Core 40 Diploma needed remediation. Students referred to remediation in college 
have a significantly lower degree completion rate. 
 
Considering this research, IDOE has partnered with CHE to create an articulation agreement 
with specific higher education institutions for students who successfully complete the Indiana 
PRIME math transitions course. Students who complete this course, earning a B or higher, at 
high schools that have approved instructors, will automatically be placed in Quantitative 
Reasoning at the postsecondary level. Additionally, qualified students would have the option of 
testing into other courses. Currently, institutions participating in this agreement include Indiana 
State University, Ivy Tech Community College and the University of Southern Indiana. 
 
II. Program Description 
In 2021, the Indiana General Assembly made appropriations to the STEM Program Alignment 
Fund at a level of $3.95 million in FY22 and $4.55 million in FY23. Through a portion of this 
funding, schools can pilot the math transitions course for students matriculating from secondary 
to postsecondary education. Schools may also apply to receive funding to support related 
professional development and technical assistance needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Indiana Government Center North, 9th Floor  •  100 N Senate Ave  •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
317-232-6610  •  www.doe.in.gov 

Program costs funded by this grant are limited to: 
● Stipends and travel expenses (reimbursed at the state travel rate) for PRIME instructors 

attending the required summer trainings:  
o Initial three-day training July 19 - 21, 2022 
o Two-day deep dive training June 2023, dates TBD 

● Travel (reimbursed at the state travel rate) for professional development offered during 
the school year, including substitute teacher costs: 

o Dates to be determined by initial training dates in July 2022 
● Stipends for monthly virtual PLC meetings with SREB and IDOE staff (nine meetings, 

one hour each). These meetings occur outside of contract hours. 
● Stipends for teacher collaboration, including substitute teacher costs if during school 

hours. 
● Technical assistance provided by approved and trained PRIME instructors and higher 

education faculty. 
● Other technical assistance and professional development as approved by IDOE. 
● Graduate-level mathematics courses, and associated costs, for the PRIME instructor that 

could be applied towards satisfying the postsecondary dual credit faculty qualifications. 
To ensure a course would apply, contact your dual credit provider. Courses would need to 
be completed by June 30, 2023. 
 

To offer the Indiana PRIME math transitions course and participate in the articulation agreement, 
the PRIME instructor must receive training provided by IDOE in collaboration with SREB. 
Funds may not to be used for any other purpose outside of support for the Indiana PRIME math 
transitions course, including employee salaries.  
 
AMOUNT OF GRANT PROGRAM SUPPORT: Based on grant review, Indiana PRIME 
Math Transition Pilot Program grants will be awarded to public school corporations, public 
charter high schools, and non-public high schools up to an amount of $10,000 to support the 
items listed above. The course must be implemented in the 2022-2023 school year, with all 
funded graduate-level coursework completed prior to June 30, 2023.   
 
III. Program Requirements 
Proposals must meet the following criteria: 

● Demonstrate strong support and commitment to the implementation of the Indiana 
PRIME math transitions course by choosing a highly-qualified instructor; 

● Indicate viable enrollment numbers and policies for placing students in the course; 
● Provide signed assurances, including implementing the curriculum with fidelity and 

administering the required final assessment; and  
● Provide an estimated budget justifying the amount requested. A detailed budget will also 

be required if a grant is awarded. 
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IV. Proposal Submission and Review 
Applicants must submit all parts of the Indiana PRIME Math Transitions Pilot Program Grant 
proposal using this JotForm.  
 
The form must include the signature of the authorized official on the certification page. To be 
considered for funding, completed proposals must be received by 4 p.m. on Friday, October 29.   
 
V. Award Administration 
A. NOTIFICATION AND AWARD CONDITIONS:   
Grants will be awarded by Friday, December 10 so that scheduling may begin as early as 
possible. 
 
B.  REPORTING REQUIREMENTS:  
Each eligible school corporation or charter school receiving a grant will be required to report 
annually to IDOE regarding progress in meeting the objectives and annual targets described in 
the proposal. Further information regarding reporting requirements and forms will be made 
available by IDOE. School corporations or charter schools will be notified of required training 
and site visits. 
 
Deadline for Applications:  Friday, October 29 
 
 

https://form.jotform.com/212364418681962
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