
To: Early Learning Leaders

From: Dr. Kelli Servizzi, Director, Kindergarten Readiness

Date: November 25, 2022

Subject: Indiana’s Early Learning Foundations Prioritization - Educators and Community Members
Needed

Pursuant to Indiana Code (IC) 20-31-3-1, the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) will oversee the
prioritization of Indiana Academic Standards for kindergarten through grade 12. IDOE conducted a
research study to define essential postsecondary skills needed to promote future success in employment,
enrollment, and enlistment leading to service and will use these findings to inform the standards
prioritization process. To remain vertically aligned with K-12 standards, IDOE’s Office of Kindergarten
Readiness will also oversee the prioritization of the Early Learning Foundations.

The Office of Kindergarten Readiness is recruiting educators and community members to comprise
content-area committees responsible for formally recommending foundation prioritizations. Interested
participants are encouraged to review the flier for additional details and complete an application to be
considered for this effort. Some standard questions and answers regarding this work are addressed below.

How many foundations will be reduced?
Pursuant to IC 20-31-3-1(c-d), IDOE will streamline Indiana Academic Standards by 25% to focus on the
essential knowledge and skills while promoting a rigorous learning environment. To remain vertically
aligned, the same consideration will be given to the foundation for infants through pre-K.

How will essential foundations be identified?
IDOE’s stakeholder committees will use research findings regarding postsecondary skills for the future to
recommend streamlined foundations and identify no more than 33% as “essential.”

When will the new foundations be adopted?
Pursuant to IC 20-31-3-1(c-d), IDOE must present recommended standards prioritizations for grades nine
through 12 by June 1, 2023, and for kindergarten through grade eight by June 1, 2024, to the Indiana State
Board of Education for review and approval prior to adoption.

Please contact IDOE’s Office of Kindergarten Readiness with any questions regarding this guidance.
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