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Subject: Identification of Standards in Essential Need of Support

The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) recognizes the significant impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on teaching and learning. In order to support educators and students, IDOE
will identify the Indiana Academic Standards (“standards”) in essential need of support each year
(beginning April 2022) as a way to help educators focus instruction on areas of essential need.

Standards in essential need of support are defined as those standards which contain content and
skills essential for student success (both at the current grade level and in future grades) and for
which data indicate students are performing significantly below expectations. IDOE will identify
these standards using a combination of educator feedback and data.

● IDOE will review the content priorities defined by educators and reflected on the ILEARN
blueprints. During the blueprint development process, Indiana educators were asked to
assign higher priority to standards reflecting content and skills most essential to students’
future success.

● IDOE will review the identified priorities alongside the ILEARN assessment data, which
reflects the level of student achievement of each standard. Standards assigned higher
priority for which student achievement is lowest will be considered those standards in
essential need of support.

● IDOE will invite Indiana educators to review the identified standards and provide any
additional feedback or context based on their current classroom experiences.

This process will provide a list of standards for each grade level (kindergarten through grade
eight) in Mathematics and English/Language Arts which teachers can focus on as areas of high
need. The process can also provide a model for local corporations that wish to investigate
local-level performance on academic standards and combine that data with content priorities to
better understand areas of need.

IDOE will publish an initial list of Standards in Essential Need of Support in late April 2022,
using data from the spring 2021 ILEARN administration. IDOE will then complete the standards
data analysis each year following the spring ILEARN administration and data release to provide
educators with the most up-to-date information available. Contact the IDOE Office of Teaching
and Learning with questions.
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