
To: Superintendents and Principals

From: Dr. Charity Flores, Chief Academic Officer

Date: October 14, 2022

Subject: Application for U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools’ Nomination

Overview and Purpose
The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) is pleased to release the application for
nomination to the U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) program
for 2023. The ED-GRS program is a federal recognition award for school sustainability. By
highlighting schools’ and districts’ sustainability practices, ED-GRS celebrates these schools
and brings more attention to their work. Selected schools are invited to a summer ceremony
in Washington, D.C. where their efforts are recognized. Other schools and districts can, in
turn, learn about and adopt their practices.

Nomination Criteria
IDOE may nominate up to five pre-K through grade 12 schools or districts. Nominees must
demonstrate progress in each of the following areas:

1. Reducing environmental impacts, such as waste, water, energy, greenhouse gasses,
and transportation in the areas of facilities, grounds, and operations;

2. Improving health and wellness through coordinated school health, with consideration
to air quality, contaminant control, acoustics, daylighting, thermal comfort, school
nutrition, and outdoor physical activities; and

3. Offering effective environmental and sustainability education that emphasizes
hands-on, real-world learning, civic engagement, STEM connections, and green
career preparation.

Application Process
Review this informational packet for additional information on the ED-GRS program and
IDOE’s application process for nomination. Schools and districts may submit applications
through Friday, December 2. IDOE will identify up to five schools or districts to nominate to
the U.S. Department of Education. IDOE will then work with the selected schools or districts
to further develop their applications for final submission to the U.S. Department of Education
in early 2023.
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We look forward to receiving your applications and learning more about the innovative
sustainability practices you have implemented at your local schools and districts. If you have
questions on the application process, please contact Courtney Schaafsma at
cschaafsma1@doe.in.gov.

Indiana Government Center North, 9th Floor  •  100 N Senate Ave  •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317-232-6610  • www.in.gov/doe

mailto:cschaafsma1@doe.in.gov
http://www.in.gov/doe

