
To: Superintendents, Principals, and Educators

From: Dr. Charity Flores, Chief Academic Officer

Date: April 15, 2022

Subject: Spring 2022 IREAD-3 Results and Good Cause Exemption Considerations

The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) recently provided schools with results from the
Spring 2022 IREAD-3 administration. IDOE is currently reviewing and analyzing data from
historical administrations to help inform the early literacy efforts IDOE is leading alongside
schools to promote the Science of Reading.

When looking at IREAD-3 results, Good Cause Exemptions (GCEs) allow for students with
disabilities (e.g., special education), English learners (ELs), and students who have been retained
twice to be exempt from retest opportunities and implications for retention associated with
reading instruction. GCEs are granted based on Case Conference Committee decisions for
students with disabilities and Individual Learning Plan (ILP) Committee decisions for ELs
following review and analysis of the student’s IREAD-3 results.

Data shows that foundational reading success has a direct correlation with long-term success and
opportunity for students. IDOE offers the following considerations as local corporations and
schools reflect on data and determine whether to pursue GCEs for students:

● Students offered multiple retest opportunities historically achieved success by the final
administration in grade five.

○ Recent historical data indicates that about 6,000 eligible students do not receive a
GCE annually.

○ Of the 6,000 students who did not receive a GCE, only about 600 students
received the “Did Not Pass” proficiency level by the end of grade five.

■ This indicates that 90 percent of students who continue to be assessed find
success in reading through additional support and remediation.

○ Many students receiving GCEs do not achieve success in later grades. Historical
high school ISTEP+ data reflects that about 20 percent of special education
students and about 10 percent of ELs pass the annual assessment after receiving a
GCE.

IDOE recommends thoughtful consideration of the GCE to allow for both remediation and
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support. Foundational reading success has a direct correlation with long-term success and
opportunity for students.

When determining whether to grant a GCE, the following should be considered:

● The core instruction and/or English language development services being provided;
● The accommodations and supports being provided per the student’s ILP or Individual

Education Program (IEP);
● The student’s English proficiency since being identified as an EL;
● A student’s English proficiency growth trajectory since being identified as an EL; and
● The linguistic and cultural factors that may impact the student’s performance.

Good Cause Exemption decisions must include the student’s Case Conference or ILP
Committee, teacher of record, classroom teacher, and/or other educators serving the student.

Please contact IDOE’s Office of Student Assessment with any questions.
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