
After the Good Cause Exemption: 
English Learners

After receiving a Good Cause Exemption (GCE), English Learners (EL) need additional, focused reading 
instruction specific to the skill deficiencies within the Individual Student Report and other local measures. 
This document provides high-level recommendations for schools and families working to create supplemental 
support for ELs provided a GCE. Support may occur during the school day, before/after school, and home.

 HOW TO USE THE DATA

Data Usage and 
Interpretation

Educator Practices 
& Resources

Family Practices &
Resources

Discuss EL student IREAD-3 
data analysis with relevant 
school staff alongside EL 
proficiency data.

Reflect on performance data to 
to assist with designing ILP 
accommodations, 
modifications, strategies, and 
goals to address literacy 
needs.

Define steps for frequent 
progress monitoring of reading.

Collaboration between 
General and English 
Learner teachers is 
needed.

Align literacy support plans with 
student ILPs and EL services.

Provide educators and tutors 
specific strategies to support 
EL success.

Support engagement 
and partnerships 
between EL families 
and educators/program 
staff.

Communicate with  
families who speak any 
language strategies for 
supporting student 
literacy at home in a 
language to consume 
the information.

Estimate the amount of remediation needed.

IREAD-3 scale scores report an estimate of a 
student’s reading ability on a continuum. Students 
who are farther away from achieving the passing cut 
score (446) will likely need more intensive 
remediation than students who are close to achieving 
proficiency. For example, a student who achieves a 
226 may need more remediation than a student who 
achieves a 440.

Identify specific content where additional teaching 
and learning are required for students that Did Not 
Pass and received a GCE.
Students receive subscores for three reporting 
categories. Subscores can focus remediation efforts and 
support decisions about grouping students by their 
needs.
1. Review strand (reporting category) subscores.
2. Review the IREAD-3 Test Blueprint to identify the

academic standards associated with the reporting
Categories.

3. Review the IREAD-3 Item Specifications to support 
needed skills for continued success in reading. 

Target instruction based on student needs. For example, students 
receiving a low subscore for “reading nonfiction” should receive additional 
support on the five standards for reading nonfiction (listed in the test 
blueprint).

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/iread-public-facing-blueprintfinal.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/iread-3-ela-item-specs-final.pdf


 Important Considerations for Supporting EL Literacy

Literacy Strategies for English Learners

● Continued literacy instruction must be provided to students that received a GCE.  The support
must be designed with the student’s English language proficiency in mind and should
complement students’ Individual Learning Plans and EL services.

● Collaboration with EL staff/teachers of record is critical. This collaboration allows all teachers
of the student to understand valuable information regarding the students’ language
acquisition progress, EL services being provided to the child regularly, their Individual
Learning Plans and needed accommodations, modifications, and other additional contextual
factors. This includes EL staff presence during MTSS/RTI discussions.

● Ensure instructional practices intertwine with and supplement existing literacy instruction that
may be already in place via their regular, core EL services.

● Create a plan to track data on the activities and formative assessments to underline which
instructional components have been effective, and where additional support may be needed.

Planning Instruction
Strategies & Supports for 

Teachers or Tutors

● Design learning activities that encompass all four
language domains - reading, writing, listening, and
- especially - speaking. Participating and learning
in all four language domains allows ELs to acquire
language more holistically.

● Leverage ELs’ assets - home language, prior
knowledge and cultural backgrounds as a
springboard to literacy instruction and in building
student background knowledge.

● Teach literacy concepts in context, not in isolation.

● Utilize appropriately scaffolded activities that
ultimately foster independence and autonomy.

● Allow for multiple contacts with a text (i.e., listen to
read aloud, echo/choral read, read with a partner,
read to self) for multiple purposes.

● Plan opportunities to practice retell - both literal
and interpretive - to build comprehension.

● Plan highly-structured, scaffolded interaction, so
peers can process new language and texts orally
with peers.

● Include visuals, pictures, diagrams, objects from
everyday life, and gestures to connect meaning to
unknown words.

● Utilize text-previewing strategies (i.e., Book Walk,
KWL charts).

● Front-load and engage with essential vocabulary
prior to reading.

● Explicitly teach text features to enhance
comprehension, especially of non-fiction texts.

● Provide text at just above the student’s reading
level.

● Provide graphic organizers/note-taking tools to aid
comprehension.

● Model appropriate academic language use and
reading fluency.

● Apply scaffolds (i.e., Language frames, word
banks/walls) to allow ELs to work toward
independence.

● Allow and encourage native language use to
process new information.

● Use appropriate wait time for student responses.



 Educator Strategies and Scheduling

Family Practices and Resources

These tips may be used to communicate with families:
Support for your child reading in English

● All parents can be helpful with their child’s literacy learning - regardless of home language.
● Read to or with your child in ANY language - literacy skills are transferable. Bilingualism is

a great asset, so while IREAD-3 results may not be passing, continuing to encourage your
child to read and grow in both languages will lead to biliteracy.

● Discussing stories after reading - in either language - will support comprehension. For
instance, allow students to read in English and re-tell/discuss the story in the home
language.

● Maintain an at-home library of bilingual books and provide a variety of different texts - both
fiction and non-fiction.

● Provide a consistent workspace and time for reading.
● Tell stories in the native language - followed by activities such as writing the story in

English.
● Collaborate consistently with your child’s teacher to learn what strategies and activities that

can be used to support literacy learning.

Family Resource Links

● Reading Rockets - Reading Tips for Parents (in Multiple Languages)
● Why Reading to Your Kids in Your Home Language Will Help Them Become Better

Readers
● Office of English Language Acquisition - EL Family Toolkit

Review
(15-20 minutes)

Practice
(10-20 minutes)

New Content 
(20-30+ minutes)

Review of taught vocabulary  
with visuals 

Phonological awareness 
games

Text comprehension - asking 
and answering questions; 
story retell practice

Partner Read for Fluency 
Practice  

Read independently with 
comprehension scaffolds

Individualized word work - 
spelling patterns, phonics 
patterns

Unfamiliar vocabulary 
strategies - identifying new 
words in text, Frayer 
models, word-definition 
matching and use in a 
sentence

Direct instruction of new 
content, followed by student 
practice

Reading Nonfiction Lesson 
Plan Template  

Reading Literature Lesson 
Plan Template

Educator Resource Links
● What Works Clearinghouse - English Learners
● Colorin Colorado - Literacy Instruction for ELLs
● Reading Rockets - Teaching Literacy in English for Elementary ELs

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-readers
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/why-reading-your-kids-your-home-language-will-help-them-become-better-readers
https://ncela.ed.gov/family-toolkit
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/INDOE/2021/04/16/file_attachments/1757014/Nonfiction%20Lesson%20Plan%20Template.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/INDOE/2021/04/16/file_attachments/1757014/Nonfiction%20Lesson%20Plan%20Template.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/INDOE/2021/04/16/file_attachments/1757016/Fiction%20Lesson%20Plan%20Template.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/INDOE/2021/04/16/file_attachments/1757016/Fiction%20Lesson%20Plan%20Template.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,EL
https://www.colorincolorado.org/literacy-instruction-ells
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/teaching-literacy-english-k-5-english-learners

