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COMPLAINT ISSUES: 
 
Whether the Mississnewa Community School Corporation and the Grant County Special Education 
Cooperative violated: 
 

511 IAC 7-27-7(a) by failing to implement the student’s individualized education program (IEP) as 
written, specifically by failing to: 
(a) allow the student to use the identified assistive technology; and 
(b) read all class work to the student in the resource room. 
 
511 IAC 7-21-6(g)(5) and (6) by failing to provide training or technical assistance for a student who 
utilizes assistive technology, and for school personnel who work with the student. 

 
An extension of time until February 8, 2008, was granted by the Assistant Superintendent on January 
9, 2008, because of the delay in receiving the required documentation due to the school’s winter 
break. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 

1. The Student, 16 years old, is a student with a learning disability, and has been determined 
eligible for special education and related services. 

 
2. The Student’s IEP dated August 6, 2007, and the subsequent revised IEP dated September 

21, 2007, indicate that the Student attends classes in the general education environment with 
resource room support or the assistance of a special education teacher in certain classes.  
The IEP indicates that “Assignments may be taken to the resource room when appropriate or 
completed in resource study hall.”  Although there is no identified accommodation of having all 
class work read to the Student, the IEP contains a goal stating, “[The Student] will utilize 
different methods of having text read to him when needed.”  The short-term objectives make it 
the Student’s responsibility to utilize the resource room and the assistance of a special 
education teacher when necessary. 

 
3. It is the Student’s responsibility to utilize the resource room and the assistance of a special 

education teacher when necessary.  However, the School cannot show whether and to what 
extent the Student has been provided assistance.  In part, this is due to the Student’s poor 
attendance record. 

 
4. The IEP dated August 6, 2007, addresses the Student’s assistive technology needs in the 

discussion section of the case conference report.  The IEP does not include specific types of 
assistive technology as an identified accommodation or adaptation.  The notes from the 



Discussion Page of the August 6, 2007 case conference committee meeting indicate that the 
case conference committee is still in discussion about possible assistive technology devices 
the Student may utilize.  However, the Discussion Page also states, “[The Director of Special 
Education] stated that the school will research with the PATINS (Promoting Achievement 
Through Technology and Instruction for All Students) office some assistive technology options 
for [the Student].”  There is nothing further to indicate when this would be accomplished, and 
whether and to what extent assistive technology would be available and accessible to the 
Student.  Furthermore, many of the Student’s short-term objectives under the IEP goals of: 
English/language arts; using computer programs for self-editing; and the goal of utilizing 
different methods of having text read, indicate use of assistive technology, but nothing specific 
is described.         

 
5. The School cannot document whether it has researched assistive technology options for the 

Student.  Despite making reference to the use of assistive technology, the IEP is ambiguous 
as to what shall be made available for the Student.  There is no documentation indicating 
whether the Student has been provided, used, or been trained to use any specific assistive 
technology devices or programs.  There is also no documentation showing whether school 
personnel working with the Student have received training on the use of assistive technology 
as required by Article 7. 

  
CONCLUSIONS: 
 

1. Findings of Fact #2 and #3 indicate that, although the use of the resource room is the 
Student’s responsibility, the School cannot document whether and to what extent this IEP 
requirement has been implemented.  Finding of Fact #4 indicates that the School cannot 
document whether assistive technology options for the Student have been researched, and 
whether anything has been put in place so the Student may progress toward meeting his IEP 
goals and short-term objectives.  Therefore, a violation of 511 IAC 7-27-7(a) is found. 

 
2. Findings of Fact #4 and #5 indicate that the School cannot document whether training or 

technical assistance has been provided to the Student and personnel who work with the 
Student with respect to the use of assistive technology.  Therefore, a violation of 511 IAC 7-
21-6(g)(5) and (6) is found.  

 
The Department of Education, Division of Exceptional Learners requires the following 
corrective action based on the Findings of Fact and Conclusions listed above.  
 
CORRECTIVE ACTION: 
 
The Mississinewa Community School Corporation and the Grant County Special Education 
Cooperative shall: 
 
Hold a meeting with all school personnel who work with the Student to develop a simple to use 
documentation process (for example, a log) for documenting support given to the Student in the 
resource room and in the classroom.  A copy of the documentation tool, and an attendance sheet with 
the signatures of all personnel who attend shall be submitted to the Division no later than February 
29, 2008. 
 
Submit documentation indicating what assistive technology the Student utilizes and how that 
technology is supposed to be used to support the Student’s IEP goals and short-term objectives to the 
Division no later than February 29, 2008.  If further research needs to be done with the PATINS office 
to better determine what other assistive technology is available for the Student, then documentation 
indicating the results of that research shall be submitted to the Division no later than February 29, 



2008. 
 
Train all school personnel who work with the Student on the use of the required assistive technology.  
Also, train the Student on the use of the required assistive technology.  Documentation of the 
trainings, including all materials and signatures of those trained (including the Student) shall be 
submitted to the Division no later than February 29, 2008.     


